Greenberg, Boyd, & Krystal, 1985) . The investiga- Sunderland, & Wolkowitz, 1992) . The goal of lowed by numerous short-and long-term behavioral this review is to examine a possible role of the HPA consequences (Bohus, Benus, Fokkema, Koolhaas, axis in the memory related effects of two classes of Nyakas, Van Oortmerssen, Prins, De Ruiter, Scheuantianxiety drugs: benzodiazepines and partial agorink, & Steffens, 1987; McEwen & Mendelson, 1993) .
nists of 5-HT 1A receptors (PASAR). Various other One of the least understood effects of stress is the agents with antianxiety activity, including barbitumodulation of cognitive functions, shown both in anirates, propanediol carbamates, and ethanol, are also mal experiments (Seligman & Maier, 1967; Maier & able to suppress the learning as well as to modulate Seligman, 1976; Shors, Weiss, & Thompson, 1992) the activity of the HPA axis. However, at the doses and in human studies (Pitman, 1989; van der Kolk, which induce HPA axis activation these drugs also have toxic effects. Because of these toxic effects and because of the very narrow range between antianxi-
